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conveyer belt, and all with room to spare. This
roomy estate car is ideal for a family, especially
if dad likes his golf - the boot is guaranteed to
fit a set of titaniums.

For motorway drivers the new Fabia is in its
element — it loves the motorway. It was nippy
and fast, but safe and sturdy. The 1.4 TDI
engine worked well in the higher gears and
getting up to fifth was no problem. Covering
five motorways the Fabia fared well and got
me to my destination in record time, without
any of the grumbling | normally receive from
my Polo when it hits 70mph. However, while
the Fabia is a motorway commuter’s dream, if
you're a city driver | wouldn't recommend it.

It struggled a lot in the lower gears - even at
30mph it preferred third gear to fourth.

The 1.4 TDI PD 80bhp DPF Fabia GreenlLine
estate can go 0-60 in 13.7 seconds, has a top
speed of 107mph and a CO2 output of just
109g/km. The GreenLine is the most fuel-
efficient car that Skoda has ever produced
and the significant reduction has been
made possible through both optimisation of
drivetrain and aerodynamic modifications.
Over the course of 10,000 miles the GreenLine
will produce 1,740kg of CO2, compared to
1,920kg for the standard Fabia 2 1.4 TDI. This

180kg saving is the equivalent
to leaving a 100watt light
bulb on continuously for
2.5 months.

Its low CO2 emissions place it in VED Band
B, which means a road tax cost of just £35!
And from October it will be exempt from the
London Congestion Charge. The five-speed
manual gearbox is unique to the GreenLine and
features ratios that maximise fuel economy.

Alterations have been made to the
bodywork such as the lower front bumper
level has been raised by 35mm, additional
panels have been fitted under the chassis
to improve airflow and the suspension has
been lowered by 15mm. As a result of these
modifications the GreenLine’s combined fuel
consumption figure of 68.9mpg is 7.5mpg
more than the standard Fabia 2 1.4 TDI.

The new model builds on the attributes of
the original - space, quality and value - and
adds more practicality, improved comfort and a
modern design. | wouldn't say it's the prettiest
car in the world, but with a road tax of just £35
| can see the inner beauty.

The estate is just 7mm longer than the
previous model, but the boot space has
increased by 19 per cent due to
some clever work with the internal
architecture of the
cabin. And within
the Fabia cabin,
the dashboard
assembly claims a
“premium quality feel,
while high-
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grade plastics and switchgear further enhance
the high-end cabin ambience” - I wouldn't go
that far. The dash is plastic - looking and feeling
- and there’s nothing “high-grade” about

it. However, this is my only gripe about the
interior and | am nit picking - for the price and
the cool new internal features, | could live with
the ‘plasticky’ dash.

New features include an entertainment
system, mounted higher up on the centre
console for safe use when driving; an auxiliary
input socket for MP3s; small integrated storage
spaces and a decent-sized cubby with a non-
slip base, and a new ventilation system.

All models are fitted with power steering,

twin front and side airbags, central locking,
a reach and rake adjustable steering column,
height adjustable driver’s seat and electric front
windows. Other equipment fitted as standard
includes a 60/40 split rear seat, a passenger
airbag de-activation switch and an integrated
CD player.

The recommended OTR price for the

GreenLine is £12,145 and for that you get
a fuel efficient, environmentally friendly,
spacious and comfortable family car that
can hold its own with motorway bullies
and is safe and secure.

Overall verdict - highly recommended. It
handles well, has plenty of perks and above all
is ‘green’!

JEMCA TOYOTA

The Hyde, Edgware Road,

London NW9 6BH.

Contact; Kirsty McDougall, Corporate Specialist
Telephone: 020 8649 5943

Mobile: 07711 478730

Email: kirsty.mcdougall@jemca.toyota.co.uk

Making Toyota a landmark in London

D

TODAY TOMORROW TOYOTA
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It sounds too good to be true; to take
the wheel of a high-performance

car, with every conceivable luxury...
and still enjoy the satisfaction of the
reduced emissions and high levels of
fuel efficiency it delivers.

Three breakthrough cars from Lexus are turning conventional wisdom on its head.
Their high performance hybrid technology means more power with reduced
emissions and improved fuel economy. This technology gives the driver more of
everything while, at the same time, lightening the load on the environment. It's the
technology of the future - and many Lexus drivers are benefiting from it today.

HOW IT WORKS

Breakthroughs rarely happen overnight.
In the case of the Lexus Hybrid Drive
system, it has been the result of 15 years
of intensive research and development.
The principle behind this technology is a
simple one; a petrol engine and electric
motor work in harmony, using otherwise
wasted energy from braking or slowing
to recharge the battery as you drive.
At lower speeds, the car uses only the
electric motor, which is silent and uses
zero fuel and produces zero emissions.
It quick acceleration is required the petrol
engine starts automatically, and seamlessly
adds its power to the electric motor. At
normal driving and cruising speeds, the
petrol engine is the main power source
with the electric motor giving extra power
when it's needed.

This hybrid technology is available in the
RX 400h luxury SUV, the GS 450h
performance saloon and the all-wheel-
drive LS 600h luxury saloon, the world's
first vehicle to feature a full hybrid V8
power train.

THE BENEFITS

The benefit is the paradoxical blend
of high performance, sophisticated
refinement and effortless cruising with
greatly reduced emissions and high
fuel efficiency. It's an innovative solution
that maximises energy resources to
enhance the driving experience. It makes
GS450h

RX400h | LS600h
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a V6 engine respond like a V8 without
compromising fuel economy. lts lower
emissions also mean reduced Vehicle
Excise Duty (road tax), lower Benefit in
Kind (BIK) tax for company car drivers
and Lexus Hybrid owners are currently
exempt from the £8 congestion charge
until January 2010.

THE FUTURE

Many observers are heralding hybrid
technology as the most significant
advance in automotive development since
the invention of the combustion engine.
For some drivers being associated
with such breakthrough technology as
well as the environmental gains holds
great appeal. There is a reduction in
the fossil fuel and lower emissions with
hybrid technology - and whenever
the car is being powered solely by the
electric motor, there are no emissions
at all. It is the intelligent, responsible and
practical response to today's social and
environmental pressures.

DRIVE THE FUTURE AT
LEXUS CROYDON

Andy Jackson, Corporate Sales Manager
at Lexus Croydon, is a firm believer that
when it comes to Lexus Hybrid Drive,
'driving is believing’. “It's one thing to read
about the theory” he claims, "but when
you drive along in almost total silence,
that's when you realise how special Lexus
Hybrid Drive really is."

Models shown are GS 450h SE with optional metallic paint and sunroof at £44,600 OTR, RX 400h with optional metallic paint at £36,360 OTR and LS 600h L at £83,655 OTR. Hybrid range prices start from £35,810 OTR.
Prices are correct at time of going to press and include, VAT, delivery, number plates, full tank of fuel, one year's road fund licence and £55 first registration fee.

Fuel economy figures for RX 400h, GS 450h and LS 600h L: extra urban 35.3-39.2mpg (7.2-8.0 1/100km), urban 25.0-31.0mpg (9.1-11.3 1/100km),

combined 30.4-35.8moa (7.9-9.3 1/100km). CO2 emissions 186-219a/km.

www.southlondonbusiness.co.uk
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Avoid the emissions charge with
Renault’s tax-beating range

London’s Renault Retail dealers

are offering a massive range of
Renault cars which will help the
capital’s motorists go green as

well as save hundreds of pounds

if former London Mayor Ken
Livingstone’s new Emission Related
Congestion Charge potentially
comes into force in October.

A total of 37 cars in Renault’s range
will be eligible for exemption from the
charge which targets cars emitting more
than 120g/km of CO, emissions. This
new policy aims to reduce the level of
pollution, so makes cars such as the Clio

and Mégane a logical choice for Londoners
and business people who need to travel into
the capital.

Since last year, Renault has produced
a range of eco2 cars which must meet
stringent ecological and environmental
criteria. These three measures govern the life
of the car from production right through to
end-of-life. Cars which achieve eco2 status
must be produced in an ISO-14001-certified
plant, their CO, emissions do not exceed
140g/km (or are biofuel-compatible) and, in
addition to being 95 per cent reusable at the
end of their life, at least five per cent of the
plastics they contain have been recycled.

Martin Wilcock, general manager at
Renault London West, said: “There is a

wide range of Renault cars which will be
exempt when the new emissions policy
comes into force in October this year.

“Not only will customers be able to make
significant savings by selecting from almost
40 cars from the Renault range which
avoids the emissions charge, but they'll
also have the peace of mind that comes
with knowing that they're benefiting from
Renault's know-how when it comes to
producing affordable and fuel-efficient cars.

“Becoming more environmental has long
been one of Renault’s aims, and this has
been underlined by the three-year ‘Renault
Commitment 2009’ plan announced by
Renault CEO Carlos Ghosn.

“Renault is now one of Europe’s three
most CO2 efficient carmakers, and has
made significant progress in making
sure it reduces detrimental impact to the
environment and is the natural choice for
Londoners who want to choose a car which
is easy on the environment and the pocket.”

33 REASONS TO CHARGE DOWN TO RENAULT LONDON

Clio Expression 1.5 dCi 65 3dr Mégane Dynamique 1.5 dCi 86 5dr

£30.66
per week

£34.26
per week

3 + 35 months. 10,000 miles per annum + VAT. 3 + 35 months. 10,000 miles per annum + VAT.

33 Models across the Renault Range will be exempt from the new congestion charge, so for low running costs,
fantastic weekly rentals and a saving made against the congestion charge of up to £2,080* per vehicle each year!

Call your local Renault dealership today — Saving the environment and your bottom line.

CROYDON LONDON WEST SLOUGH WATFORD
RENAULT @ 305 Brighton Road, Concord Road 301-311 Bath Road, 3 Greenhill Crescent,
LO N D 0 N m Coulsdon, Western Avenue, Slough, Watford Business Park,

www.renaultretail.co.uk RENAULT

[3 Surrey CR5 2NH London W3 ORZ Berks SL1 5PR Watford WD18 8JG
[

0845 386 9603 0845 386 9359 0845 386 8628 0845 386 8507

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for the models illustrated are: Urban 49.6 (5.7) to 51.4 (5.5), Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1) to 70.6 (4.0), Combined 61.4 (4.6) to

62.8 (4.8). The official CO2 emission ranges from 117 to 120g/km. Finance provided for Business Users only and subject to satisfactory credit assessment by RCI Financial Services Ltd., t/a Renault Business
Finance, P.0. Box 493, Watford WD17 1FJ. Typical example: Renault Clio Expression 1.5 dCi, initial rental £534.06 (equivalent to 3 month's rental) followed by 35 monthly rentals of £178.02 plus VAT. Rentals shown are weekly
equivalents of rentals payable monthly. Rentals shown exclude VAT. Non-maintenance contract hire based on 10,000 miles per annum. To qualify for the rentals only shown above vehicles must be ordered & registered before
30th June 2008. All figures correct at time of going to press and include delivery charge, VED and first registration fee. Renault Business Finance reserves the right to withdraw or amend these offers at any time. Congestion
charge saving per year is calculated @ £8 per day x 5 days per week x 52 weeks per yr. Exemption from the Congestion Charge is based on the vehicles CO- emissions; The current saving criteria is based against vehicles with
Co2 emmiscions f\guresc\ess than 120g/km. Vehicles only apply for exclusion from the Congestion charge when ordered & registered after October 2008. \?ehicles ordered & registered before 2008 will still be legally required
to pay the Congestion Charge.

helping south london prosper
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your Trams are now part of the
Transport for London family

The change of ownership is just the start. Now that
your Trams are part of the Transport for London
family, you'll see a whole set of small improvements
that will make a big difference to your Tram experience.

Enjoy the changes.

MAYOR OF LONDON Transport for London
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Transport for London on the right track

Transport for London’s buyout of
Croydon Tramlink Limited in June set
the stage for a whole new range of
small improvements that will make a big
difference to your experience of using
the tram system.

Within a month of the takeover a new
timetable was introduced on the Beckenham
Junction and Elmers End routes and now
passengers there have a tram running every
15 minutes during evenings and Sundays.

This was just the first step for the new
Mayor of London, Boris Johnson who set out
his policy for the service soon after taking
control.

He said: “One of the major reasons for
Transport for London taking control of the
Croydon Tramlink last month was to improve
the service for the passengers who rely on it.

“This is the first of many improvements
that will be designed to make Tramlink, and
the rest of the transport network, more
convenient, reliable and safe.”

While short waiting times are important
to passengers, so too is the quality of the
journey once they are on the tram.

So TfL is planning the first-ever deep clean
of the fleet with two of the 24 trams being
given a thorough going over each weekend.

Complementing that will be new seats with
better padding and new coverings, while
the signs and maps will be made clearer
and easier to read. Stops will get a similar
makeover. It is these small but important

things which can make all the difference to a
passenger’s commute.

As the latest addition to the TfL ‘family’, the
tram will also be getting new paintwork in
TfL livery inside and out. The new owner
sees the network as very much a part of
the wider London public transport network
as well as playing a key part of transport
facilities for local residents.

In the longer term, however, TfL's director
of Trams, Phil Hewitt knows his job is to
have the system carry more people more
often. There was a five per cent increase

in passengers between Wimbledon and
East Croydon in 2007-08 and all forecasts
are that this trend will continue across the
network.

To meet this demand, further
development of the network must be
carefully planned and have the input of
those who use it most — local people. To
this end, during the next few months TfL
will be working closely with local councils
and businesses and continuing to survey
passengers to find the best ways to
improve the service.

Left to right; Howard Smith, TfL London Rail chief operating officer;

lan Brown TfL London Rail managing director; Phil Hewitt, head of TfL London Trams

An enterprising new way to work

Small and medium enterprises looking
to increase productivity, raise their
corporate social responsibility profile
and cut overheads are turning to
Seltrans, to get involved in a free
workplace travel planning scheme.

Seltrans funded by Transport for London,
aims to help organisations make better use
of London'’s transport system through the
promotion of sustainable transport and the
development of a workplace travel plan.

A travel plan is a business management
tool focused on improving access to your
site and delivering a range of organisational
benefits. It enables staff, visitors and
customers to make sustainable travel choices
with confidence alongside increasing
efficiency within your organisation.

One of the key factors behind the scheme
is it's commitment to professional support
throughout the process. Seltrans travel plan
coordinator, Sarah Cummings commented,
“We have professional, experienced and
enthusiastic travel planners and marketing
personnel all focused on this project,
ensuring each business has a bespoke travel
plan that will work for them.”

The travel plan process begins by surveying
staff. This ensures that relevant information
and data about the organisation and its
employees is collected at the outset.

To assist the process, access to on-line
surveys is provided. Sarah explained, “This

method reduces the time and effort needed
to collect and analyse the information. Plus
we can provide incentives to encourage as
much feedback as possible.”

The results are analysed by travel experts
and are then utilised to inform the business'’
workplace travel plan.

"Each travel plan is bespoke for every
business, to meet their individual transport
concerns, travel needs and location,”
explains Sarah. “Recommendations, which
are developed in consultation with each
business, are implemented through a
variety of measures and funding made
available.”

Businesses that are keen to work
with Seltrans on developing a
travel plan can look forward to
receiving up to £5,000 match
funding for sustainable
measures, the provision of
20 free cycle stands, 40 per
cent off Raleigh Pool Bikes and
access to the Enterprise scheme.

Staff at Seltrans looks
forward to hearing from
businesses. The team is
available to answer any
questions that you may
have, the process of
developing a travel plan,
or how you can get the
most out of it.

To get in touch with Seltrans call,
0208 461 7918, email

seltrans@seltrans.co.uk or see

www.seltrans.co.uk

helping south london prosper



workplace travel planning

a fresh, free look at your business travel problems

travel I i ng Show your clients and employees that you are

committed to reducing your environmental impact
by taking advantage of the free support available

tO WO rk from Seltrans:

* Free cycle stands

Cou |d be e Match funding for sustainable measures

¢ Free materials and merchandise
¢ Tailored workplace travel plan

SO m UCh ¢ Free expert advice with ongoing support
eaSIer nu the next step

To find out how your organisation can benefit please contact
the Seltrans team on 020 8461 7918 or seltrans@seltrans.co.uk

Seltrans

South-East London Transport Strategy

www.seltrans.co.uk
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Businesses are continually being
buffeted by new legislation, tender
requirements and rising costs when

it comes to their environmental
performance. In a world where the
words ‘carbon footprint’ and ‘resource
efficiency’ are firmly established in
the business lexicon, the way business
is done is increasingly coming under
scrutiny, with a need for organisations

to manage their environmental impact.

An effective way of managing

impact and improving environmental
performance is through the use of an
Environmental Management System
(EMS). Business that have solid EMS's,
and that consider sustainability as part
of their business planning process, will
find they are increasingly able to meet
tender requirements that many of their
competitors cannot. Additionally, a
good EMS helps ensure environmental
compliance with legal and other
requirements. This can significantly
reduce risk of non-compliance, potential
fines and bad PR.

Bekir Andrews, Groundwork London’s
environment manager, explains the issues
businesses are grappling with. “Faced
with the need to meet environmental
regulations, rising energy prices, and
increased resource and disposal costs,
most companies are realising that it pays to
manage your environmental performance.”

“Business continuity is a key priority for
many clients. As a result they are keen
on minimising risk, especially in their
supply chain. Suppliers that are unable to
identify and manage the social, economic
and environmental risks of services or
products they supply will find that doing
business in the future could be difficult.
All government procurement departments,
for instance, are currently in the process
of implementing the Flexible Framework,
which has sustainability at its core.”

Many businesses still find it difficult to
implement an effective EMS that not only
satisfies their legal obligations but also
delivers continual improvements to their
business. Over the years, Groundwork has
trained and supported many companies
in developing their own EMS. As Andrews
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says, “We help organisations build and

take ownership of their EMS. We do not
provide off the shelf systems that nobody
understands once we have left. If the EMS

is to work, it has to have ownership from

the client. We believe in providing flexible
solutions that meet our client’s requirements.
One good example of this has been the
uptake of BS 8555 through the Acorn
Scheme, which more and more of our clients
are using to implement ISO 14001.”

To talk to one of Groundwork’s qualified
Advisers about how you could improve your
environmental performance, stay on the
right side of the law, and boost your tender-
winning potential, contact us today.

Groundwork London

18-21 Morley Street, London, SE1 7QZ

T: 020 7922 1230

F: 020 7922 1219

E: londonebs@groundwork.org.uk

W: www.groundworkebs.co.uk
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HSBC: banking on entrepreneurial women

Women in business and
budding female entrepreneurs
were the focus of Eve
magazine’s reader event, a
dinner and network evening
held last month at London’s
Haymarket Hotel.

Hosted and sponsored by HSBC,
it was highly appropriate that
the bank’s senior executive in
attendance just happened to be a
woman, Carol Bagnald, regional
commercial director for West
London.

Designed to help women
already in business or those
hoping to take the plunge but
uncertain where to start, the
event was part of the ‘Eve Educates’
programme, a variety of daytime
workshops and seminars covering all
aspects of starting a business. Advice
on the most important aspect of any
business, looking after the finances, was
provided by HSBC.

Guests at the evening event, heard
inspirational stories from women who
started their own business and made
a success of them, despite a myriad of
problems and difficulties encountered
along the way. From businesses as diverse
as a high end, bespoke florist, designer

baby clothes and a new approach to
marketing, the message remained the
same, follow your dream and make it
happen. But some of the ‘war stories’ also
emphasised that good financial planning
underpins a successful business and
speakers revealed some of the mistakes
made in the early days could have been
avoided with better financial advice.
Former PR guru Lynne Franks, one
of the most high profile guests, spoke
about her decision to establish SEED,
a distance learning programme for
women combining personal development

and sustainable business
practice. A key feature of
SEED is the framework for
women to network, regarded
as an essential tool when
establishing a business. Carol
Bagnald (pictured first left)
was subsequently interviewed
by Eve magazine on the
importance of networking
and asked for her ten tips
on how to make the most of
networking opportunities.
Invited to make the closing
speech at the dinner, Carol
paid tribute to the women
whose stories had provided
guests with much food for
thought and hopefully given them the
boost they needed to change their lives.
She also revealed that in her own working
environment, more women were joining
the HSBC commercial banking team and
her presence certainly helped dispel any
ideas some of the audience might have
had that senior bankers are all dour men
in pinstripe suits.

HSBC <»

The world’s local bank

Think environment, think creative, think Bulgaria...

Bulgaria is the most recent country to
join the EU and with a stable, low -

cost economy, presents a wonderful
opportunity for UK companies to source
or sell goods and services.

The visit is part of a UK Trade & Investment
supported programme for London'’s creative
and environmental businesses. It will take
advantage of the major Autumn Technical
Fair in Plovdiv, Bulgaria's second largest city.
Alongside the usual packed programme of
business appointments, meetings with invited
contacts and briefing by the British Embassy,
delegates will visit the trade fair, home to over
3,500 exhibitors.

Said Helen Mason from City Sense, project
manager for the programme: “A supported
market visit like this one really is the best
way for a small company to pursue routes
to international trade. An official visit has
significant kudos; the programme is full, with
hand — picked appointments and by travelling
as a group with UKTI experts on hand, your
research and networking begins when you
arrive for your outward flight and doesn’t stop
until you enter the arrivals hall at the end of
the trip. This visit is particularly good value;
the opportunity to visit Bulgaria’s top trade
fair with a lunch reception and still have time
for two full days in the capital is a schedule
hard to beat.”

Helen, who has herself participated as a
delegate on three previous trade visits to Poland,
Czech Republic and South Africa knows how
demanding and rewarding the schedule can

www.southlondonbusiness.co.uk

be: “This format is not for the faint hearted;
the pace is fast, the networking furious and the
energy high; but it brings amazing results. The
combination of experts on hand who know
the culture and business etiquette and weeks
of careful planning by the project team in both
the UK and Bulgaria, mean that 4 days in the
market can achieve more than months of cold
calls and dead-end leads.”

Sonia Poleon, who is planning be part of
the trade visit in September knows what a
difference it can make. She said: “I had tried
several times to find suppliers for my shoe
business; | did all the research myself; travelled
to China and other countries several times
but to no avail. Finally I met up with Bryan
Treherne who kindly informed me of the
Trade Mission to Bulgaria and instantly | was
able to find all the suppliers | need to start
my business. | have since been back to
Bulgaria on my own to meet these suppliers
and have ordered shoes from at least three
companies. My shoe shop opens in Coulsdon
early September 2008. Thanks to the Trade
Mission | had been able to get my business off
the table and into the shops.”

Nelly Berova, from Sutton — based web and
graphic design company art division, herself
Bulgarian, recently opened a branch of the
company in Sofia. Nelly said: “For us this was a
logical expansion of the business, which gave
us access to new markets, local expertise and is
also allowing us to be more price-competitive.
to advertise part of the programme.”

Places on the trade visit are open to London

- based companies (within M25). Priority will
be given to companies from the creative and
environmental sectors. A number of UKTI
grants towards travel costs are available to
eligible companies. Subsequent trade visits will
go to Krakow in November 2008 and Prague in
January 2009.

For more information on the
market visit and other elements of
the programme visit www.slec.biz or
contact Christine Booth (BBCC) on 0208
464 5007, bb_chamber@onetel.com or
Neil McAllister (South London Export
Club) on 07918 122938
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working with
the environment

Scottish and Southern
Energy

www.scottish-southern.co.uk

Scottish Hydro Electric, Southern Electric and SWALEC are trading names of the
Scottish and Southern Energy Group of which SSE Energy Supply Limited is a
member. Registered Office: 55 Vastern Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8BU.
Registered in England & Wales No. 3757502

As the UK's leader in renewable energy we are keen to encourage our
business customers - regardless of sector or size - to consider ways of
better managing their energy usage to benefit their bottom line and help
safeguard our environment.

That's why we own and operate a generation portfolio of over sixty hydro
electric power stations and four wind farms - and why we are constantly
looking at new ways of harnessing nature’s renewable resources to provide
even more environmentally responsible energy.

To find out more call our Business Centre on

0800 783 4121

‘ Scottish Hydra Southern SWALEC
Electric Electric il

energy made better

energy made better
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iﬁ access

self storage

Affordable & flexible
business storage

*Facilities may vary by store

From 10 sq ft to 1,000 sq ft, Access Self
Storage can offer you the space your business
needs, and the value, service and flexibility it

deserves.

e Clean, dry, safe and extremely secure

® Free 24hr access’, 7 days a week

e Store from just one week

e Easy to change your unit size

® Prepayment discount & no deposit option
e Covered loading bays & drive-up units

e Forklift & pallet truck service’

e Office space’

We check our prices locally, *Pﬁicﬁ
to offer you the best value CﬁEQK

Call us now: Find your local store at:

0800 731 3082  accessstorage.com






